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• ' - May 14, 1970 

Mr. William B. Lewis . ’ V - 

Chairman of the Board 
The American Cancer Society 
'219 East 42nd Street 
% ,New York, New York . 

Dear Mr. Lewis: 

• As a person of modest means who has regularly contributed to the limit 

.of my ability to your organization, I wish to question the ethics of.the position 
which the American Cancer Society has taken with regard to the Auerbach-Haromond . 
study versus "the Tobacco Institute and the Council for Tobacco Research. If the 
data is as conclusive as you say it is, I should think that both Doctors Auerbach 
and Hammond as well as your Society would benefit by having these findings, con- 
. firmed by other qualified scientists in the field. 

I do not smoke and I have been strongly urging my children not to begin. 
Hence, I could hardly wait to show them your first announcement of the Auerbach- 
Hammond study. Your subsequent refusal to allow the scientific community an oppor¬ 
tunity to examine the data and validate the findings (per your letter of April 17, 
1970 to the Tobacco Institute as reported in the Wall Street Journal) has drasti¬ 
cally undermined both my own conviction and its persuasive effect on my children. 

• The young people today are so suspicious of hypocrisy on the part of the establish- 
■ ment that they are just as quick to impugn the motives of your organization as they 
are to accuse the large corporations of placing self interest above public welfare. 

Furthermore your suggestion, that if anyone else wants to check the re- v 
suits they can conduct the experiments themselves, seems to be an extraordinarily 
arrogant attitude to take toward experiments of great public interest which were 
financed by public funds. It makes them feel that the data are not as conclusive 
as your announcement has lead the public to believe and that you would like the 
3% years - required for others to replicate the work - in which to let the impres¬ 
sion of what may be unsubstantiated evidence become unrefuted "truth" in the minds 
of the public. 


Please correct my understanding of your position in this matter by sending 
me reprints or bibliography reference listings of the publication of the Auerbach- 
Hammond: findings in authoritative medical journals and/or in the minutes of meetings 
of appropriate scientific societies.. In the meantime I will have to direct my 
charitable giving toward other worthwhile demands on my available funds. ^ 
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